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PASS OPIC 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EIND, IV 

SUB J : STATEMENT FOR OPIC 1974 ANNUAL REPORT 

REF: A) STATE 225373 B) ABIDJAN 8564 C) STATE 24150 

PURSUANT REFTEL A) ON OCTOBER 30 I SENT LETTER TO 
PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET BOIGNY REQUESTING HIS APPROVAL OF 
PROPOSED STATEMENT FOR INCLUSION IN OPIC 1974 ANNUAL REPORT. 
ALTHOUGH INITIAL REQUEST FOR EMBASSY ASSISTANCE NOTED THAT 
"UNLESS RECEIVED SOONEST. STATEMENT UST BE DROPPED FROM 
REPORT" THERE WAS NO INDICATION THAT RESPONSE TIME-FRAME 
WAS LESS THAN THREE WEEKS. IT WOULD BE DAMAGING FOR US 
IMAGE AND INTERESTS TO NOW TELL PRESIDENT TO DISREGARD 
OCTOBER 30 LETTER. THEREFORE. I STRONGLY URGE THAT 
OPIC RECONSIDER ITS DECISION TO DROP IVORY COAST SECTION 
FROM ITS ANNUAL REPORT (REFTEL C), UNTIL I HAVE HAD 
OCCASION TO CONTACT PROESIDENCY TO ASCERTAIN IF PRESIDENT 
AGREES TO SUGGESTED STATEMENT OR, IF NO REPLY YET RECEIVED 
FROM PRESIDENT,™ NOTIFY PRESIDENCY THAT RESPONSE TO MY 
LETTER IS REQUIRED BY COB FRIDAY NOVEMBER 8 OR IVORY 
COAST ARTICLE WILL NOT APPEAR IN OPIC REPORT. 

PLEASE ADVISE SOONEST. 

SMITH 
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